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Synopsis

The Historia del Nuevo Mundo, set down by Father Bernabe Cobo during the first half of the
seventeenth century, represents a singulary valuable source on Inca culture. Working directly frorn
the original document, Roland Hamilton has translated that part of Cobo’s massive manuscripts that
focuses on the history of the kingdom of Peru. The volume includes a general account of the
aspect, character, and dress of the Indians as well as a superb treatise on the Incasé "their legends,

history, and social institutions.
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Customer Reviews

"While Coboa ™s Historia is not a pristine account, it is hard to imagine what our knowledge of
Andean societies would be without it. Four hundred years after Cobo landed in Lima, Roland
Hamilton should be congratulated on his translations of the Historia del Nuevo Mundo, which
remains a monument to the breadth of vision and intellectual energy of its author." (American

Antiquity)

This volume includes a general account of the aspect, character, and dress of the Indians as well as

a superb treatise on the Incas--their legends, history, and social institutions.

I've enjoyed reading this excellent translation by Roland Hamilton of the original text written by the

Jesuit scholar, Padre Bernabe Cobo, first as a youth, then man, who experienced the Inca Empire’s



slow crumble from 67 years post-Conquest to the completion of his Historia del Nuevo Mundo’s
publication some 21 years later when Cobo was 88. Concise coverage of history of the Inca rulers,
the growth of empire, governance, laws of the land, and political structure; agriculture, economics,
societal institutions and hierarchies garnered from first-hand accounts and other authors of the
times and presenting a rich tapestry to answer the questions: Who where the Inca? What were they
like?But this is a text in translation. Roland Hamilton has chosen a free and transparent translation,
rather than an antiquated rendering of terms and grammatical structures that would have mired the
modern reader in paragraph-long convoluted and complex phraseology of the Jesuit scholar of 400
years ago.lt's beautifully translated into contemporary, accessible, lucid English and opens a door
for the reader into this, the third largest World Empire (smaller only than those of Alexander the
Great and Ancient Rome in size) and, arguably, the only Empire to arise in isolation--one of the

most unique societies the world has known.

this is the one book | actually got out of three ordered. good detective work tracking down my real
address
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